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MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES

FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES
SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE
OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV)

SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Exception Authority Provided in SPE Memo
SPE-2020-11 Regarding Exceptions for Non-Availability to Trade
Agreements and Buy American Statutes in Response to COVID-19

1. Purpose. The purpose of this supplement to SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 is to extend
the exception authority from March 31, 2021 to April 30, 2021.

2. Background. On April 3, 2020, the Senior Procurement Executive issued a class
Determination & Findings (D&F) via SPE Memorandum, SPE-2020-11. The D&F
provides an exception to the Trade Agreements and the Buy American statute clauses
for several Federal Supply Classes (FSC) (see Attachment 1 - List of Applicable Federal
Supply Classes) to support America’s response to COVID-19. The period of coverage
for the use of this exception authority was originally July 1, 20201. Supplement 4 to
SPE-2020-11 was subsequently issued to extend the exception authority to March 31,
20212.

The SPE has determined there is a need to extend this exception authority to April 30,
2021 in order to continue support of America’s response to COVID-19. Specifically, the
SPE has determined the FSCs identified in SPE-2020-11 are still not available in
sufficient supply from Trade Agreement and Buy America statute compliant sources.
The SPE will continue to evaluate the need for this exception authority and will extend
such exception authority, as determined necessary.

2 Prior to Supplement 4 being issued, Supplement 2 was issued extending the authority to September 30, 2020 and
Supplement 3 was issued extending the authority to December 31, 2020.

1 See Section 6 entitled “Conditions of the Exception of this Determination.”
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In addition, the list of Federal Supply Classes noted in Attachment 1 was updated to
remove FSC 4240 for N-95 masks.

3. Period of Extension. Unless otherwise extended further, the exception authority
provided in SPE-2020-11 is hereby extended from March 31, 2021 to April 30, 2021.

4. Point of Contact. Questions regarding the acquisition letter and this supplement may
be directed to GSARPolicy@gsa.gov.
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December 10, 2020 SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 
Supplement 4 

 
MEMORANDUM FOR GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 
 
FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES  

SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV) 

 
SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Exception Authority provided in SPE Memo 

SPE-2020-11 Regarding Exceptions for Non-Availability to Trade 
Agreements and Buy American Statutes in Response to COVID-19 

 
1. Purpose​.  The purpose of this supplement to SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 is to extend the 

exception authority from December 31, 2020 to March 31, 2021. 
 
2. Background​.  On April 3, 2020, the Senior Procurement Executive issued a class 

Determination & Findings (D&F) via SPE Memorandum, SPE-2020-11. The D&F provides 
an exception to the Trade Agreements and the Buy American statute clauses for several 
Federal Supply Classes (FSC) (see Attachment 1 - List of Applicable Federal Supply 
Classes) to support America’s response to COVID-19.  The period of coverage for the use of 
this exception authority was originally July 1, 2020 .  Supplement 3 to SPE-2020-11 was 1

subsequently issued and extended the exception authority to December 31, 2020 .  2

 
The SPE has determined there is a need to extend this exception authority to March 31, 
2021 in order to continue support of America’s response to COVID-19.  Specifically, the SPE 
has determined the FSCs identified in SPE-2020-11 are still not available in sufficient supply 
from Trade Agreement and Buy America statute compliant sources. The SPE will continue 
to evaluate the need for this exception authority and will extend such exception authority, as 
determined necessary. 

 
3. Period of Extension​.  Unless otherwise extended further, the exception authority provided in 

SPE-2020-11 is hereby extended from December 31, 2020 to March 31, 2021 .  3

 
4. Point of Contact​.  Questions regarding this supplement may be directed to 

GSARPolicy@gsa.gov​.  
 

1See Section 6 entitled “Conditions of the Exception of this Determination.”  
2 ​Prior to Supplement 3 being issued, Supplement 1 and 2 were issued extending the authority to September 30, 
2020. 
3The extension provided under this Supplement 4 replaces all instances of “December 31, 2020” as prescribed by 
Supplement 3 with “March 31, 2021” within SPE-2020-11.  
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SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 
Supplement 3 

 
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 
 
FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES    
 SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE 
 OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV) 
 
SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Authority provided in SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 

Regarding Exceptions for Non-Availability to Trade Agreements and 
Buy American Statutes in Response to COVID-19  

 
1. Purpose.  The purpose of this supplement to SPE Memo SPE-2020-11 is to extend the 

exception authority from September 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020 and expand the list of 
supply exceptions. 

 
2. Background.  On April 13, 2020, the Senior Procurement Executive issued a class 

Determination & Findings (D&F) via SPE Memorandum, SPE-2020-11.  The D&F provides 
an exception to the Trade Agreements and the Buy American statute clauses for several 
Federal Supply Classes (FSC) to support America’s response to COVID-19.  The period of 
coverage for the use of this exception authority was July 1, 20201.  Supplement 2 to SPE-
2020-11 was subsequently issued and extended the exception authority to September 30, 
20202.  

 
The SPE has determined there is a need to extend this exception authority to                
December 31, 2020 in order to continue support of America’s response to COVID-19.  
Specifically, the SPE has determined the FSCs identified in SPE-2020-11 are still not 
available in sufficient supply from Trade Agreement and Buy America statute compliant 
sources.  The SPE will continue to evaluate the need for this exception authority and will 
extend such exception authority, as determined necessary. 
 
In addition, as a result of continued analysis and discussions with FAS regarding availability 
of products, the SPE has determined there is a need to expand the list of FSC exceptions to 
include disposable gloves.  See the updated List of Applicable Federal Supply Classes 
(Attachment 1). 

 
3. Period of Extension.  Unless otherwise extended further, the exception authority provided in 

SPE-2020-11 is hereby extended from September 30, 2020 to December 31, 20203.   
 

                                                
1See Section 6 entitled “Conditions of the Exception of this Determination.”  
2Prior to Supplement 2 being issued, Supplement 1 was issued and extended the exception authority to August 1, 
2020. 
3The extension provided under this Supplement 3 replaces all instances of “September 30, 2020” as prescribed by 
Supplement 2 with “December 31, 2020” within SPE-2020-11.    
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4. Point of Contact.  Questions regarding this supplement may be directed to 
GSARPolicy@gsa.gov.  
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Attachment 1 - List of Applicable Federal Supply Classes

The “Class Determination and Finding for Buying for America - Exception for Non-availability
and Usual and Compelling Urgency for Trade Agreements and Buy American Statute Clauses”

applies to the following Federal Supply Classes (FSCs):

FSC General Products Purchased Determination
Applicability Begin
Date

Determination
Applicability End Date

FSC
6810

Sodium Hypochlorite (bleach) 04/03/2020 07/01/2020

FSC
6840

Disinfectants including cleaners,
sprays and wipes

04/03/2020 07/01/2020

FSC
7930

Cleaners including sanitizing surfaces
and floor cleaners

04/03/2020 07/01/2020

FSC
8520

Hand Sanitizers, soaps and
dispensers

04/03/2020 07/01/2020




